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R0 HESSIAR

Carries the “Eeys of Heaven” for a
Wateh Charm.

LEE COUNTY’S KORESHANITE

N
Facts from a Chicago Man Who Has
Been o Resident of tlie “New
Jerusalem” £or & Year.

From Tho Fort Myers, Tia, N(‘-’-V'F.

Cur reporter met last Sunday Bamuel
A. Thatcher, a gentletnzn who has been
Nving with the }oresilan people at 1Ss-
toro for a year past, He was en route
to Vera Cruz, bMexlco, going via tupta
Gorda and the Morgan line to lfavana,
ut which place he wiil visit his daughter
and crect a carriage house for his grand-
children, Mr. Thatcher came here from
Chicugn, not as a member of the Koreshan
anity, but because bls wife §s & converl
10 Teed's doctrines, and 1t was to ke nith
her that he came (o Fiorida, having lwen
promised all the liberties that one could
enjoy elsewhere,

After a year's resldence with theze peo-
ple, he seems disgusted with the peculiur
teachings of the sclf-appoilted Messinh,
Dr. Tced, He has not a word to #ay
agalunst the pecple In the society Irom- o
morul standpoint, and even asserls 1Al
in hig opinion Dr. Tceed strictly lves o
"celibate life. The restrictions placed upon
nim In & sociul way were very obnoxfous
to him, and he says would have been to
any man who loved social lberty. Fam-
ilies are practically separated by the laws
laid down by the “Master.” TFor Instance,
at this “New Jerusalem" are families
composed of husband, wife and chlldren,
who are scarcely permitted to See cach
other, a portion of the family lviag on
Estero isiand,. while other members malo
their home on the mainland. The chlldren
are taught to look up to the *Master*
and the "motherhood of God” (thiz belng
Mrs. Ordway), and are nct allowed to
show any natural love for their parents.

Forty-Four Spirits Incarnate,

Dr. Teed farmed this new order about
ten years ago. although %ic clatms to have
been *“inspired” twenty-five years ago, and
that no leas than forty-four spirits of de-
parted ones are reincarnated in him, In-
cluding those of the Messiah, Moses, St.
Peter (Mr. Thatcher asserts that ‘Teed
wears two kevs as watch charms that he
says are the keys of heaven), and Napol-
con, ‘' although \what relation the great
French general can have to the meek
and loving Messiah is a mystary. Per-
haps, though, this *spirit of Napoleon' ac-
counts for Teed’s wonderful desire for
power,

Asked how Dr. Teed guccesded {n making
converts to his strange doctrine, Mr.
Thatcher replied that the women were
hypnotized or mesmerized and szeemed to
bo under the influence of the doctor. The
men were drawn to the soclety thhcugh
their desire to secure a home on the com-
munistic idea, which i3 one of the feat-
ures of the order., Therd are some intel-
ligent men among them, but a great num-
ber appear to be men of weak minds.
In fact, our Informant asserts that Teed
does not want anyone to belong to the
unity who has any opinion of his own.
As soon as it i3 discovered that a nerson
displays a disposition to think for 2imself
and has a mind of his own, he ts given
gentle hints that his room is more de-
sirable than his company. Some of the
men have great faith in the doctor and
call him *}laster,” and this class tase
all thelr hopes for their future welfare
in the strong faith that they have in the
man,

Teed claims to be “Cyrus, the son of
Jesse,” This 18 true to the extent tlat

his father, who s stiil living at the ‘age
of §f, 15 named Jesse Tecd, and that he

‘pamed s son Cyrus Teed, althoush it

is thought that he was christened John.
Dr. Teed's father does not belleve
in Koreshanity, nnd takes no stock in his
son's professiens,

The Founder a Hustler.

Dr, Teed is what 15 commonly known
as a hustler and a boomer. Me was cut
out for & land agent and scemed to have
missed his calling in the role ot the AMes-
sial, If he could continue his efforts in

! puilding up his “New Jerusatem” of 8,~

600,000 souls at Estéro to lzgitimate ways,
nore could find fault. We know there
are famne in Lee county swho are very
friendly to him, beleving that he is do-
ing no harm, and s assisting in settling
our county. Dr, Teed, in his lectures in
the nerth and his teachings to his people,

' clnims that he will control Lee county In

i politles,
. threate,

but we sce littie danger In ihese
for while we belicve that he is
sincera In his desire to do this, the power
wil pever be his, What we object to in
the man fs that we belleve he Is doiug
our county and Florlda a great deal of
harm for the reason that he i3 leading
many to comne to I'stero on accounrt ot
the flattering prospects that he is holding
ot to new settlers, picturing the lecation
of the colony as a veritable paradise, when
the foet fs that the particular lecation of
thoze people on the maintand s an un-
usualiy poor plece of lued, so poor that
craps will not grow thereon unless heavi-
1Iv fertitized. JMr. Thatcher asscrts  that
the colony of sixty have not raised enongh
vegetables for thelr own table use and that

Cthey are living on musl, sw2ot potatoes

and smoked mullet, never having: fresh
meat, unless oceasicnally a little game s
brought in. There are few home comforts,
most of them living in palmetto shacks.
He snys that the women and old men
do not complain, but that the young men
are dissptisfied with the fare that they are
served with.
A Singular Character.

Not all of the pcople that Dr. Teed {8
bringing down from the north are convertis
to Koreshanity., Some are Induced to
come throngh the glowing descrintions
gliven by Dr. Tecd, and these on arriv-
ing there, and learning the true state of
things, become dizsatisfled and leave the
country, with the result that Lee county
Is unjustly glven a rad name.

A good deal of nonsense has been writ-
ten about running Teed out of the connty,
ctc  Of course there is Httle or no found-
ation for such talk. But the questiun is
this: Can the people of this county en-~
courage such methods us ure being adopt-
eu by Dr. Teed in bringing settlers to our
county? It §s =aid that Teed gloat2d over
the raflrond strikes that centered in Chi-
cuaga a year ago, and loves to tell of the
bloody revolutlon that is to come in the
United States, compared to which the
relgn of trror in France will have leen a
mild affzlr. He {s a man who delights
iIn defaming the Christian church and
Christlan ministers, and displays his in.
tolerance of the laws of the land. Cer-
tainly these are not the sentiments that
the people of Lee county will sanction
or indorse. .

All the information glven abova—and
much more not referred to—Is furnizned
us by Jr. Thatcher, who expects tQ re-
turn here in a few months, and remain
in Fort Myers a short time, and he £3yS
that he s prepared to substantiate every
statement that he makes. Jle appears to
be en intelligent and refined gentleman,
He was in the employ of a large insur-
ance company at Chicago as bookkeeper
prior to ceming to Florida.
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